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RED RIVER LNR

Quarter 4 SLA Report for January – March 2019
General background, aims and objectives
The aim is to work in partnership with the Friends of Red River community group to deliver an annual work programme, agreed with Heanor and Loscoe Town Council representatives, on the Red River Local Nature Reserve at Loscoe. 
The intention is to improve the site for the benefit of the local community by ensuring public access, and to manage, maintain and develop the site to improve habitats and encourage bio-diversity of species. The Local Nature Reserve is home to a variety of both local and visiting wildlife. Regular wildlife recording visits will be made to record the changing wildlife throughout the seasons. 
Additional funding will be sought to deliver a selection of environmental events, activities and guided walks to ensure ongoing public interest and involvement. 
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Volunteer Practical Activities

During this quarter, there have been three Groundwork conservation volunteer days and three Friends of Group Saturday morning action days completed.
Over the three months, we have had 23.7 practical volunteer days completed by adults on the reserve and 17 different adults have been involved in volunteering on the reserve during this quarter.
I have also visited on three half days, one each month, to record the wildlife on the reserve.[image: image3.jpg]


 Two volunteers have helped with the wildlife recording volunteering for a total of 2.5 days
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Summary of practical tasks in Quarter 4
· Regular litter picks on site to remove rubbish and recycle cans, bottles and plastic
· Thicken up and reinforce the dead hedges on the reserve

· Cutting back of low and overhanging branches along the main path
· Cutting back of regenerating Willow in the newest woodland wildflower glade
· Cleaning Interpretation Panel 
· Trimming of the hedgerows at and alongside the Reserve entrances. 
· Removal of bramble and nettle roots from along the new woodland path and glade 
· Thinning of the trees and removing scrub and bramble on the land between St Lukes Church car park and the Red River reserve

· Cutting up and clearing timber and brash from the large fallen ash tree 

· Removal of damaged bench and installation of the donated memorial bench
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Friends of Group (FOG) Task Days

The first action day this quarter was held on a dull and damp day on Saturday 12th January. [image: image14.jpg]


It was led by my Groundwork colleague Marion Farrell, helped by 10 volunteers, a very good turn-out for Marion. The main task was cutting back bramble in two separate areas; four square metres were cleared just above the little meadow near the top memorial bench and five square metres were cleared alongside the steps leading to the bridge. John, Anne and Lyn planted bluebell bulbs in the woodland close to the entrance. A small amount of crown-raising was completed in the copse to the left of the steps leading to the bridge.  A thorough litter pick was also completed. 
The second action day of the quarter was on Saturday 9th February. It was a nice day, warmish and dry and a magnificent 14 volunteers attended.  The main task of the day was removing some of the smaller “Crack Willows” on the site. Celia volunteered for the litter picking task and I then split the volunteers into three groups. Ian and Chris spent the morning planting snowdrop bulbs around the reserve. The others worked on thinning out the willows in two separate areas; one group working alongside the stream opposite the top memorial bench and the others working to the right of the steps between the bank and the bridge. 
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On the third action day of the quarter, on Saturday 9th March we were greeted by awful weather, very heavy rain showers, which fortunately eased off towards lunchtime. The task was also a challenge; we were digging out bramble roots and levelling out the humps and hollows to extend the new meadow into a larger area. It needs to be smooth so that we are able to mow it with the reciprocating mower. The eight volunteers and I were thoroughly soaked by lunchtime, but the time had surprisingly flown by and the task was almost completed. Everyone agreed that it was a strangely satisfying task, but they would not like to repeat it again for a while.  
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Conservation Volunteer Tasks
On Wednesday 13th February I brought the extending pole saw along to remove the high branches overhanging the main path. We worked along the full length of the reserve cutting back the high branches over the path and building the timber and brash into dead hedges and habitat piles. I had five volunteers helping me on a nice dry but cool day.  
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The second visit of the quarter was just over a week later on Friday 22nd February and it was a lovely day warm and very sunny, it almost seemed like spring. The four volunteers and I took on a variety of tasks throughout the day. We tidied up the woodland at the entrance to the site, removing all the fallen branches to a nearby habitat pile and removing large amounts of litter from here and the rest of the reserve. We did a few hours on bramble root removal, a very tiring task in the warm sunshine. We then worked on clearing the fallen and tangled trees
along and over the stream at the location where we plan to construct the bridge to enable the circular route to be developed. 
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The final task of the quarter was on Wednesday 13th March. The weather was wet and cold with heavy rain showers but I still had four volunteers. We completed the work on the meadow extension digging out more bramble roots and levelling out the final few humps. In the afternoon we moved to tree work in the woodland over the bridge alongside the fields. We thinned out and crown raised some of the trees and we also started to remove the large damaged willow over the bridge again using the extendable pole saw. 
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Meetings

There have been two Friends of Group meeting this quarter, on Wednesday 9th January and Wednesday 6th March.

The first meeting was attended by six members and reviewed the Christmas event, which was thought to be a huge success, with the highest attendance so far. Other items discussed were the new leaflet and the pond dipping platform project, which has now been completed. A list of dates was tabled for the 2019 tasks and events and the plans for the next Friends of Group tasks were discussed. 
I will give details of the second meeting in the next report as the minutes have not yet been received. 
Publicity
Publicity Officer
Alan continues to promote the group, and the volunteering opportunities we provide for local people.

Posters and information cards are regularly distributed to several local outlets including Heanor Library, the local Tesco Store and Shipley Country Park Visitor Centre and other local outlets within Loscoe. 
Get Active! Help Nature Leaflet
The Nature Reserve continues to be publicised in the Groundwork general leaflet promoting the health benefits of volunteering in the local environment.
The leaflet is distributed to a number of local outlets and organisations including Amber Valley CVS. I am often contacted by potential conservation volunteers, some of whom attend the Red River FOG task days.
Practical Task Programme
All tasks and events at Red River LNR are promoted on my general task programme. The task programme is produced quarterly and distributed around all the Groundwork Conservation Volunteers working with me. It is also distributed to all members of the numerous Friends of Group who help on the other reserves, in Amber Valley and the Derbyshire Dales. The April to June 2019 programme has just been emailed or posted to all my conservation volunteers and the Red River programme has been circulated to the member of the Red River Friends of Group. 
Events

Specific events are promoted by posters distributed locally, including the reserve notice board, the Tesco community board and the visitor centre at Shipley Country Park. Events planned in the next few months include Bat, Butterfly and Newt surveys. I am also planning to do some wildflower recording and a bird watching walk. These events are available to Red River Friends of Group members and also to my wider volunteer network. We are discussing making some of them available to the general public, but this will require more planning and preparation, including publicity.  

Funding
The group and I continue to seek out funding opportunities to support our work on the reserve. There are no current bids awaiting decisions and no immediate projects requiring additional funding. We will be discussing future projects and funding at our next meeting.  
Statistics 
	Summary Statistics – Quarter 4
	

	No. of individual volunteers on practical tasks
	17

	No. of individual volunteers on events
	N/A

	No. of individual volunteers on wildlife recording
	2

	No. of Friends of Group meetings/action days attended
	3

	No. of Practical volunteer days contributed by adult volunteers (142 hours divide by 6 hours) = 23.7
	23.7

	No. of volunteer days contributed by volunteers on wildlife recording (15 hours divide by 6 hours) = 2.5
	2.5

	No. of practical volunteer days contributed by young people
	0

	No of days on events contributed by volunteers 
	N/A

	No. of adults attending events
	N/A

	No. of children attending events
	N/A

	No of activities/events/practical days delivered by GCAM
	6

	No of wildlife recording visits delivered by GCAM
	3

	No of additional days spent on site by extra Groundwork Staff
	0



	Volunteer Information - Quarter 4
	

	Male volunteers
	8

	Female Volunteers
	9

	Unemployed
	3

	Employed
	7

	Retired
	7

	Students
	0

	Registered Disabled / Health problem
	4

	Under 18
	0

	Aged 18-25
	0

	Aged 26-40
	4

	Aged 41-65
	9

	Over 65
	4


Wildlife Recording 
I look and listen out for wildlife on all my visits to the reserve, but often I am too involved with the practical tasks and supervising the volunteers to, systematically, record everything seen or heard.

I am continuing with the half-day wildlife recording visits to the reserve each month, to check and record our wildlife visitors and observe the changes in the flora. 

I have spent three hours recording on the reserve each month this quarter; Monday 14th January, Friday 15th February and Friday 15th March. I have been helped on these visits by two of our regular volunteers. 

These monthly recording visits help to build up a picture of what is likely to be seen during the year and gives a more comprehensive idea of what wildlife is around on the reserve. These types of records become more valuable over time and help to monitor changing and improving habitats on the reserve. 

Birds
This quarter we have spotted or heard a total of 29 species of bird. This quarter last year we recorded 30 different birds. This quarter we did not see four common species, Starling, Coal Tit, Collared Dove and Pied Wagtail. 


Butterflies
Butterfly sightings between January and March have included Red Admiral, Brimstone and Small Tortoiseshell.


Monthly Records

The month by month summary is shown below:

January

On the 14th we saw 20 bird species including Lesser Black Backed Gull, Sparrow Hawk, Tree Creeper and 6 Bullfinch. Very early signs of spring included a Song Thrush singing and Snowdrops in flower.  Both Mallard and Moorhen were back on the pond, by the end of the month. Four Grey Squirrels were seen together chasing each other round and round the large Oak tree.   



February
Sightings of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker, Buzzard and Jackdaw were memorable on the 22nd, along with the more common Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Chaffinch and Nuthatch. Other February sightings included Mistle Thrush, Stock Dove and Long Tailed Tit. By the end of the month Daffodils, Lesser Celandines and Snowdrops were fully in flower. The hazel catkins were plentiful this year giving a superb early display of colour. Grey Squirrels sightings were also far more numerous than normal.   
March
Wildflowers now in bloom included Crocus, Primrose, Coltsfoot and Dandelion All of the Hazels now had impressive displays of yellow Catkins. Early Butterflies included Red Admiral, Brimstone and Small Tortoiseshell. Bird sightings included Grey Wagtail, Tree Creeper and numerous Bullfinches. No visiting Warblers have arrived yet, so are later than last year, but the first Chiff Chaff should be here by early April. 


Future Tasks
During Quarter 1 (April to June 2019) the following meetings/practical days/events/activities are planned (please check with me before attending, as these dates may change): -
Wednesday 10 April

Wildlife Recording
Saturday 13th April

FOG Action Day

Monday 15th April

Conservation Volunteers Task Day 

Wednesday 8th May

FOG Meeting
Saturday11th May

FOG Task Day

Wednesday 15th May

Conservation Volunteers Task Day 
Wednesday 22nd May

Wildlife Recording Visit 
Tuesday 28th May

Wildlife Event
Saturday 8th June 

FOG Action Day

Wednesday 12th June 

Conservation Volunteers Task Day

Tuesday 25th June

Wildlife Event 
Wednesday 26th June

Wildlife Recording Visit


Scenic view











The new pond-dipping platform, installed this quarter by contractors, paid for by the Tesco grant. 



































Clearing crack willow in the wood





Clearing bramble in the rain

















Removing overhanging branches





Clearing willow on the riverbank











The pole saw can remove high branches



















































































Bullfinch
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Song Thrush


M. Thrush























Wood Pigeon


Stock Dove


G. S. Woodpecker


G. Woodpecker
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Crow 
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